
 LOCALL4FLOOD

 
2nd 2025 WORKING GROUPS WEBINAR

October 29th 2025 
 

Meritxell Abril 
meritxell.abril@uvic.cat



PREVENTION  ADAPTATION  MITIGATION

Design and implementation 
of educational materials 

and activities to raise 
awareness and improve the 

response capacity of 
citizens and authorities to 

these events.

Promotion of the 
implementation of 

Nature Base Solutions 
(NBS) to mitigate 
flash-flood risks.

Development and 
implementation of 

early-warning systems to 
improve flash floods 

prediction

LOCALL4FLOOD

Integrated Multi-stakeholder Governance Model (IMGM) 

The general objective of the LOCALL4FLOOD project is to improve flash flood risk management in 
Mediterranean regions



LOCALL4FLOOD

https://locall4flood.interreg-euro-med.eu/what-we-do/

IMPLEMENTATION PHASE
(01/01/24 – 30/06/26) 

9 Pilot watersheds
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Toolbox for decision-makers and 
practitioners seeking effective and 
sustainable solutions to mitigate flash 
floods. 

https://locall4flood.interreg-euro-med.eu/what-we-achieve/

 Catalogue of Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) for flood risk management 
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https://locall4flood.interreg-euro-med.eu/what-we-achieve/

 Catalogue of Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) for flood risk management 



LOCALL4FLOOD Catalogue of Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) for flood risk management 

Priority recommendations and key policies

Floods Directive (2007/60/EC)  Flood Risk Management Plans

• Consider ‘…areas which have the potential to retain flood water, such as natural floodplains…’

• Include the ‘…improvement of water retention…’ 

• Consider ‘the maintenance and/or restoration of floodplains…’.

Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC)  

• ‘Member States shall protect, enhance and restore all bodies of surface water’

Nature Restoration Law (2024/1991)  

• ‘Member States shall ensure that the natural connectivity of rivers and natural functions of the 
related floodplains restored’



• The European Union published (2024) an updated 
guidance document, River Basin Management in a 
Changing Climate, which calls for a shift 
towards nature-based solutions (NbS) to improve 
resilience. 

• The publication is part of the EU's strategy to 
implement the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and 
the Floods Directive (FRMD). 

• It emphasises the need for integrated water 
management approaches that balance ecological 
protection and climate adaptation.

 Catalogue of Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) for flood risk management 

https://www.naturebasedsolutionsinitiative.org/news/united-nations-environment-assembly-nature-based-solutions-definition
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/water/water-framework-directive_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/water/floods_en


 Catalogue of Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) for flood risk management 

• The evaluation of the first FRMP (European 
Commission, 2019) found that NBS are included in 
most plans. 

• Yet, the dominance of grey infrastructure for flood 
risk management remains. 

• Engineers are more familiar with traditional (grey) 
infrastructure.

 
• Limited awareness of best practices 

• Financial constraints and concerns over 
maintenance costs.

Why?

Training and clear guidelines are needed to promote NBS



Trainning Programme and workshops  

https://locall4flood.interreg-euro-med.eu/what-we-achieve/

The aim of the Training programme is to improve 
cooperation among stakeholders and involve them into 
planning and execution of prevention, adaptation and 
mitigation actions, as a tool to reduce flash-flood risk 
and provide multi-benefits.
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MARCH 2025 JUNE 2025 NOVEMBER 2025

Flood Risk Management: Tailored 
Approaches and Stakeholder 
Engagement for Flash Floods

• Training Presentations: 
I. Principles of Flood Risk 

Management and the EU 
Floods Directive.

II. Early Warning Systems: 
Enhancing Preparedness for 
Flash Floods.

• Practical exercise and analysis on the 
local FRMP. 

• Co-implementation of the local Early 
Warning System. 

Adapting to Flash Floods: Enhancing 
People Awareness and Preparedness

• Training Presentations: 
I. Multi-level stakeholder engagement 

in flood risk management.
II. Community awareness as an 

adaptation tool to flash floods.

• Current situation of citizens’ awareness and 
risk perception on the pilot site. 

• Co-design and co-implementation  of the 
education materials and activities to 
increase this awareness. 

• Co-analysis of the current flood response 
chain. 

Mitigating Flash Floods using 
Nature-Based Solutions

• Training Presentations: 
I. Mitigate Flash Flooding: 

shifting from grey to green 
approaches.

II. Nature-Based solutions for 
mitigating flash flood risks.

• Presentation of a catalogue of 
NBS for flash flood risk 
mitigation. 

• Co-design and 
co-implementation of NBS at 
pilot scale. 

Trainning Programme and workshops  



LOCALL4FLOODTrainning Programme and workshops  

Stakeholders Engagement

Stakeholder engagement process followed, including identification, characterisation, structuring, 
selection of techniques, implementation and evaluation of the effectiveness of engagement. 
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MALLORCA (Spain) MALTA CATALONIA (Spain)

https://locall4flood.interreg-euro-med.eu/news/

Trainning Programme and workshops  
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CENTRAL MACEDONIA (Greece) BARI (Italy) BULGARIA

https://locall4flood.interreg-euro-med.eu/news/

Trainning Programme and workshops  

https://locall4flood.interreg-euro-med.eu/news/
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Priority recommendations and key policies

Floods Directive (2007/60/EC)

Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC)

Nature Restoration Law (2024/1991)  

Trainning Programme and workshops  

Public participation is integrated in the process of the Floods Directive, Water Framework 
Directive and the Restoration Law to ensure a wide societal engagement in the identification, 
selection, and acceptance of the best and most cost-effective measures

Significant effort and dedicated funding are required to 
effectively engage the community.



Flash flood awareness and risk perception 
evaluation at each pilot site as a basis for designing 
educational materials and activities.

https://locall4flood.interreg-euro-med.eu/what-we-achieve/

 Flash flood awareness and risk perception evaluation
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Priority recommendations and key policies

Floods Directive (2007/60/EC)

• Requires public access to flood maps and management plans to raise citizens’ awareness 
of flood risks and mitigation measures.

 Flash flood awareness and risk perception evaluation



• Limited knowledge of key concepts 
detected in all sites: EU Flood Directive, 
risk maps, NBS

https://locall4flood.interreg-euro-med.eu/what-we-achieve/

 Flash flood awareness and risk perception evaluation

Design education materials and activities 
to improve knowledge and raise awareness 

Not only information, but active training and 
activities are needed to enhance flood awareness 
and support NBS implementation.



 Education materials to improve flood awareness and acceptance of measures adopted

Exhibition and Leaflet



 Education materials to improve flood awareness and acceptance of measures adopted

Poster and magnet



Thanks for your attention! 

LocAll4Flood
For more information:

https://locall4flood.interreg-euro-med.eu/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/locall4flood/about/

https://locall4flood.interreg-euro-med.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/locall4flood/about/

