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Axis 2:

Prevent and reduce pollution on land, sea and 

air

Axis 3:

Protect, preserve, manage and restore 

biodiversity and natural resources in the 

Mediterranean region within an 

integrated ecosystem approach, 

including terrestrial, marine and coastal 

dimension/s

Axis 1:

Support the transition towards a Green, 

Circular and Socially Inclusive Economy 

based on sustainable consumption and 

production practices and nature-based 

solutions

Implementation of the 
2021 UfM Ministerial Declaration on 
ENV and CC



10 Ministerial priorities:

1. Governance & the future of sea basin strategies

2. Marine research, innovation, skills, careers & employment

3. Sustainable food from the sea: fisheries & aquaculture

4. Sustainable, climate-neutral & zero-pollution maritime 
transport & ports

5. Interactions between ML & the blue economy

6. Coastal & maritime tourism

7. MSP&ICZM

8. Marine Renewable Energy

9. Maritime Safety & S ecurity

10. Sustainable Investments

2ND UfM MINISTERIAL DECLARATION ON SUSTAINABLE BLUE 

ECONOMY
(2ⁿᵈ FEBRUARY 2021)



UfM Blue Economy Roadmap
Following the adoption of the 2021 UfM Ministerial on SBE, UfM Co- 

Presidency, Secretariat, and UfM countries agree to elaborate a 

Roadmap for the implementation of the Ministerial

✓ Landmark document in the region

✓ Overview and analysis of joint needs, gaps and opportunities for 

future support, funding, and implementation by Ministerial 

priority + Sketching out of ongoing initiatives, programmes, and 

projects

✓ Potential avenues for future cooperation (promising pathways, 

processes and actions) that can be launched and scaled-up in the 

short, medium, and longer term

✓ Results-based Monitoring, Reporting, and Evaluation System

✓ 17th meeting of the UfM Regional Platform on SBE (February 2025,

UfMS)

✓ Ongoing coordination with the WestMED Initiative (Steering

Committees, Technical Groups…)



UFM POLICY AND TECHNICAL MULTISTAKHOLDERS’DIALOGUE

• UfM Environment (ENV) Working group and the UfM Regional 
Platform on Environment and Climate Change

• Regional Platform on Environment and Climate Change





Focused on Sea Level Rise; Ecosystem 
Restoration/Mediterranean Forests and Landscape 
Restoration; Green Finance



Circular economy

Sustainable tourism
Transforming agrifood systems through 

shared learning

Sustainable food systems *Examples
/highlights 
under Axis 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0xVp5ssLzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0xVp5ssLzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0xVp5ssLzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0xVp5ssLzw


MARINE LITTER

PLASTIC BUSTERS INITIATIVE

SDSN-MED

Flagship Project 

2013

UfM Labelling

2016

PB MPAs 

2018

COMMON + 

PLASTIC 

BUSTERS CAP

2019 - 23 New projects:

MIRAMAR

and 

MEDPROACT

*Examples/highlights under Axis 2



• Updated Marine Litter Policy Paper

• Two new Plastic Busters follow-up projects: 
✓ MEDproACT project – Interreg Next 

✓ MEDMIRAMAR project – Interreg EuroMED

✓ Kick off on the 30th of October, Barcelona



UfM Policy Paper on 

Marine Litter updated 

and about to be 

released, considering the 

negotiations for a New 

Plastic treaty



FOREST/LANDSCAPE RESTORATION –

COLLABORATION WITH FAO/Silva MED, EFIMED, MED MODEL FORESTS

and IUCN

• Reinforcing the Med regional dimension; 

• seed funding for capacity building and TA; 

• publications, awareness and dissemination material;

• Participation and co-organization of the Mediterranean 

Forest Week/s (last one 8th Med Forest Week in Barcelona)

• Silva Mediterranea Road Map

• Participation to the Global Forum of Model Forests and 

partnership with the Mediterranean Model Forests Network

• Co-organization of the Young Leadership Programme with 

EFIMED, in 2023 and in 2025

• Med4Gen project, forest genetic biodiversity

*Examples/highlights under Axis 3



Upcoming Barcelona Convention COP24 side event opportunity to 
launch the 100MPA MedAlliance, 2nd of December 2025



• UfM LABELLED INTERREG EUROMED GOVERNANCE PROJECTS
• MED TALKS, 2025 EDITION



Built around six strategic
objectives

✓ Protecting and restoring
ocean health

✓ Boosting the 
competitiveness of the 
EU sustainable blue 
economy

✓ Supporting coastal and 
island communities, and 
outermost regions

✓ Advancing ocean
research, knowledge, 
skills and innovation

✓ Enhancing maritime
security and defence

✓ Strengthening EU ocean
diplomacy and 
international ocean
governance



with a dedicated section on 
Sustainable Blue Economy



MBPC 

EU    Green    Week    Workshop 

4th of June 2021WES

Plastic Busters Initiative

North + South

Thank you! Merci ! ً شكرا

Water, Environment and Blue Economy Division 
Union for the Mediterranean
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